
 

Report to Council 
From: Martina Chait-Hartwig 
Date: January 27, 2020 
Re: Birchview Road Feasibility Study  

Overview: 
At the Council meeting held on November 19, 2019, Council passed the following 
Resolution: 
 

  Resolution Number 472-2019 
    Moved by:  Councillor Watson             Seconded by: Councillor Landsmann 

       That the report to Council, dated November 11, 2019, regarding Birchview Road 
Safety feasibility study be received and deferred to allow time for the Birchcliff 
Property Owner Associations to review the submission.                    Carried 

 
As per the above Resolution, staff forwarded a copy of the Proposal to the Birchcliff 
Property Owners Association for their review. In response the Association provided 
comments dated November 2019 and a meeting was held between Township staff and 
the Association on December 10, 2019. From that meeting, it was determined that the 
comments would be forwarded to Engage Engineering to see if the study could be 
scooped to address the Associations concerns as outlined in the memo dated November 
2019.  
 
A second meeting was held with an Association representative, Township staff and Paul 
Hurley from Engage Engineering on January 9, 2020. At that meeting, it the was ironed 
out that the Association’s focus is on pedestrian safety, that they would like to reduced 
the public consultation piece of the study to reduce costs and the timeline of the study 
and that the Association would want to Township to bear the total cost of the study. 
Mr. Hurley was requested to provided written comments regarding the comments 
received from the Association and their viability. Mr. Hurley’s comments were received 
January 24, 2020 and are attached to this report.  
 
Conclusion: 
Engage Engineering is prepared to initiate this study immediately with completion in 
April of 2020 and Mr. Hurley’s comments are attached for Council’s consideration.  
 
Recommendation: 
That the report to Council, dated January 27, 2020, regarding Birchview Road Safety 
feasibility study be received and that council provide direction to staff on this matter. 
 
Financial Impact: The proposal- that being from Engage Engineering Ltd. - in the 
amount of $24,545.86 (HST included). 
 
Strategic Plan Applicability: Not applicable. 
Sustainability Plan Applicability: Not applicable. 
 
       _Original Signed______________ 
 Martina Chait-Hartwig, 
 Temporary C.A.O.  



From: Paul Hurley <paul@engageeng.ca>  
Sent: Friday, January 24, 2020 1:28 PM 
To: Crystal McMillan <crystal@dourodummer.on.ca>; Martina Chait <MartinaC@dourodummer.on.ca> 
Cc: Public Works <PublicWorks@dourodummer.on.ca> 
Subject: 19081 Birchview Road Follow Up 
 
Hi Martina and Crystal.  Further to our meeting on January 10, below are some of my responses to the 
points raised by the BPOA: 
 
Item 2a  
We acknowledge that pedestrian safety is the priority of the BPOA however if the Township is 
commissioning (i.e. paying for) this study, it needs to consider all road users including vehicles, 
pedestrians and cyclists.  If the Township is in agreement that the emphasis should be on pedestrian 
improvements then that is where we will focus our efforts but we cannot ignore the impacts to other 
road users.  We agree that the study should focus on providing a cohesive solution over the entire 
length of the study area and not just at “problem areas”.  The “problem areas” could be used as a 
prioritization tool for budgeting the improvements. 
 
Item 2b 
We understand the concern however based on our experience with similar projects, we believe that two 
public meetings would provide the best outcome.  The first meeting would focus on obtaining input 
from stakeholders on the issues and the second meeting would present the recommended solutions for 
comment.  You could reduce the scope to 1 public meeting but I believe it would negatively effect the 
outcome of the study.   
 
Item 2d 
We agree and our approach would be to provide high-level estimates to the Township at this stage 
only.  The intent of the cost estimates is to provide order of magnitude costs to allow the Township to 
budget for the works.  The intent is not to use the estimates as a tool to screen out projects. 
 
I believe this captures the items that we discussed.  If I’ve missed anything or you need anything further 
please let me know. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 

 

 

Paul Hurley, P.Eng.  

Principal 
 

Engage Engineering Ltd. 
171 King Street · Suite 120· Peterborough, ON · K9J 2R8  

P:  705.755.0427 x200    C: 705.875.1688 

 
 
 








